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(in spite of our blend of Roman temper and tradition)

and we can influence them more than any other people
can, and they us? when they are reasonable* Unfor-
tunately they are dreamers. Dangerous dreamers, because
of their industry.

In the past Germany was badly treated by us and by
the French. In my view, from 1919 up to September,
1938, through twenty years of crises, each more hectic
than the last, Germany had reason on her side. She was
justified In slithering out of Reparations, whose total was
never fixed; she was wise to elect Adolt Hitler, who gave
her back her self-respect; she was entitled to re-occupy the
Rhineland, which was German soil; and to take Austria,
which had repeatedly voted for reunion; and to rescue
the Sudeten Germans. Her methods were rash and her
words bitter; but I was prepared to justify the indignation
of a great people against the Treaty of Versailles, That
is the past. Germany had many cards in her hands, but
she has overplayed them, as so often before in her history,
and lost the ace of hearts, which is the confidence of
Europe,

And so what? The answer is not easy. It is, indeed,
a long and difficult answer, and those who over-simplify
it are doing their country a disservice. We cannot wage u
world war to punish Hcrr Hitler for breaking his promise.
There are also pledges which the British Government has
not kept. Obviously, however, a crucial moment is
coming. Where and when it is to he is the theme of
this book. The plot thickens; Indeed, it Is so complicated
that 1 have taken about a hundred thousand words to
describe it Some of them are stiff and statistical words,
but one must see how things began If one would shape
their future, and this, I am afraid, Is just what we have
not done, and are not doing. We have been basing our
foreign policy on delusions.